EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1914

The flooding of the Yser marked the end of the
main struggle for the shortest route to Calais. In
this section the Germans' main efforts were now
directed against Dixmude, which was the only
point where a bridgehead, if won, could be main-
tained. The defence of this town by Ronarc'h's
marines and the Belgian 5th Division was one of
the conspicuous feats of the war. It was a vital
position, for its capture by the Germans at any time
before the 1st of November would have meant the
turning of the Belgian right. Desperate fighting
took place, but the defence held firm until the 10th
of November, when its fall gave the Germans no
advantage. There was still half a mile of floods
between them and the Belgians, and by that date the
first fury of their attack had been gravely weakened.
For in the great battle of the south, after three weeks
of constant struggle, the flower of their armies had
been repelled everywhere from the Allied line.

We pass over the twenty miles which separate
Dixmude from the Lys, and which constituted the
terrain of the Battle of Ypres. For the present we
will consider only the work of Smith-Dorrien's 2nd
Corps, which was engaged in repelling the German
advance from Lille against La Bass^e and B6thune.
On 19th October the 2nd Corps held a line pivot-
ing on Givenchy in the south, and then running east
in a salient north of the La Bass6e-Lille road to the
village of Herlies, where it bent westward to Aubers,
and connected with Conneau's cavalry in the neigh-
bourhood of the La Bass6e-Armentieres highway.
But from the 20th onward, as he felt the surge of
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